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BEEF IMPROVEMENTBEEF IMPROVEMENT
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FT. COLLINS, COLORADOFT. COLLINS, COLORADO

How do geneticHow do genetic

differences influencedifferences influence

animal value?animal value?

Frank PadillaFrank Padilla

Director of Member ServicesDirector of Member Services

North American Limousin FoundationNorth American Limousin Foundation

CSU/NALF Bull/Female PriceCSU/NALF Bull/Female Price

StudyStudy

!! 2,500 bulls and 3500 females2,500 bulls and 3500 females

primarily sold at public auctionprimarily sold at public auction

during 2005 and spring 2006during 2005 and spring 2006

!! Registered and unregisteredRegistered and unregistered

!! Qualitative and quantitative traitsQualitative and quantitative traits

!! Extreme sales prices excludedExtreme sales prices excluded

from analysisfrom analysis

““PEOPLE DONPEOPLE DON’’T BUY FORT BUY FOR

YOUR REASONS-THEY BUYYOUR REASONS-THEY BUY

FOR FOR THEIRTHEIR  REASONS.REASONS.””

Jeffery GitomerJeffery Gitomer

Little Red Book of SellingLittle Red Book of Selling
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Influence of complete performance information,Influence of complete performance information,

including ultrasound scan data, on Limousin bullincluding ultrasound scan data, on Limousin bull

and female sale pricesand female sale prices
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Qualitative TraitsQualitative Traits

Horned/PolledHorned/Polled

Red/BlackRed/Black

Influence of color on LimousinInfluence of color on Limousin

bull and female sale pricesbull and female sale prices
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Influence of horned, scurred and polled onInfluence of horned, scurred and polled on
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Calving Ease Direct (CED)Calving Ease Direct (CED)

EPD EPD –– Influence on Bull Sale Influence on Bull Sale

PricePrice
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Yearling Weight (YW) EPD Yearling Weight (YW) EPD ––
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Milking Ability (MA) EPD Milking Ability (MA) EPD ––

Influence on Bull Sale PriceInfluence on Bull Sale Price
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Scrotal Circumference (SC)Scrotal Circumference (SC)

EPD EPD –– Influence on Bull Sale Influence on Bull Sale
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Influence on Bull Sale PriceInfluence on Bull Sale Price

$216

$270

$341

$0

$50

$100

$150

$200

$250

$300

$350

<+7

7 to 12

13 to 16

>17



4

Value difference between averageValue difference between average

weight (842 lbs.) carcasses of differentweight (842 lbs.) carcasses of different

quality grade - May 28, 2006quality grade - May 28, 2006

!! Choice - $1,162Choice - $1,162

!! Select - $994  ($168 discount)Select - $994  ($168 discount)

!! Standard - $808 ($354 discount)Standard - $808 ($354 discount)

Influence of marbling EPDInfluence of marbling EPD

on Limousin bull sale priceon Limousin bull sale price
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Influence of ribeye area EPD onInfluence of ribeye area EPD on

Limousin bull sale prices 05/06Limousin bull sale prices 05/06

$0
$63

$290

$674

$0

$200

$400

$600

$800

Price

Light Muscled (REA EPD: <0)

Below Average (REA EPD: .01 to .10)

Above Average (REA EPD: .11 to .30)

Heavy Muscled (REA EPD: >.30)

Phenotype and structurePhenotype and structure
makes a difference in value asmakes a difference in value as
well as EPDwell as EPD’’ss

What buyers payWhat buyers pay

premiums forpremiums for

!! Calving easeCalving ease

!! GrowthGrowth

!! MilkMilk

!! MarblingMarbling

!! MuscleMuscle

!! DocilityDocility

!! Complete performance data &Complete performance data &

registration documentsregistration documents

Too much of a good thingToo much of a good thing
““PopeyePopeye””  1941-2006  1941-2006

!! ““So very very sad, he was a goodSo very very sad, he was a good

customercustomer””,--SGOA,--SGOA
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How much can producersHow much can producers

““standstand”” of certain traits? of certain traits?

AntagonismsAntagonisms
!! Growth as it relates to mature size of cowsGrowth as it relates to mature size of cows

and maintenance requirementsand maintenance requirements

!! Milk related to reproductive performance inMilk related to reproductive performance in
programs of limited feed resourcesprograms of limited feed resources

Seedstock suppliers Seedstock suppliers mustmust    insureinsure
their their customerscustomers  profitabilityprofitability

The reward must outweigh the costThe reward must outweigh the cost

Outstanding strategicOutstanding strategic
instincts driven byinstincts driven by
unrelenting executionalunrelenting executional
diligence.diligence.

That balance of capabilities isThat balance of capabilities is
the defining characteristic ofthe defining characteristic of
high performers.high performers.


