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The Canadian Cattle Identification Agency (CCIA) 
was �ncorporated �n 1998 and �s proud to be 
celebrat�ng �ts 10th Ann�versary. CCIA �s led by a 
Board of D�rectors, represent�ng all sectors of the 
l�vestock �ndustry �n Canada. The mandate of CCIA 
�s to help protect the l�vestock �ndustry through the 
establishment of an efficient Animal Health and 
Food Safety Identification and Traceability system.

W�th the program fully �mplemented on July 1, 
2002, CCIA has been successfully establ�shed 
as a world leader in Animal Identification and 
Traceab�l�ty. Gu�ded by Nat�onal Standards and 
operat�ng Under the ID Regulat�ons w�th�n the 
Federal Health of An�mals Act, the CCIA, �n 
partnersh�p w�th the Canad�an Food Inspect�on 
Agency (CFIA), has ach�eved 99-100% compl�ance 
nat�onally. The CCIA system prov�des mult�-spec�es 
serv�ces and currently houses the beef, da�ry, b�son 
and sheep traceab�l�ty data and �s also offer�ng 
serv�ces to pork and poultry �n Canada.

In 2003, the Canad�an Cattle �ndustry comm�tted 
to the trans�t�on from barcode dangle tags to Rad�o 
Frequency Identification (RFID) technology. The 
program �s �ndustry supported, susta�nable and has 
proven �nvaluable through the recent an�mal health 
�nvest�gat�ons.

The Canad�an System �ncorporates the three key 
pillars for Traceability; Animal Identification, 
Premises Identification and Animal Movement.  
Add�t�onally, �t offers Value-Added serv�ces, 
as required by industry. Age Verification is one 
example of a Value-Added serv�ce wh�ch has  
 

proven �nvaluable �n ass�st�ng to assure and expand 
market access.

The program �mplementat�on was not easy and 
as we expand on the nat�onal �nfrastructure w�th 
enhancements and value-added features we cont�nue 
to face challenges. The successful �mplementat�on 
and comm�tment to ongo�ng development of the 
Nat�onal Traceab�l�ty system �n Canada can be 
attr�buted to:

support from all sectors of the l�vestock 
�ndustry across Canada
nat�onal commun�cat�ons strategy
shared �ndustry/government partnersh�p
comm�tment for �ndustry to lead the program 
under mandatory requ�rements
comm�tment to keep the program user-fr�endly, 
cost-effect�ve and scalable
the unfortunate but t�mely global An�mal Health 
and Food Safety �ssues 

 
CCIA �s comm�tted to global harmon�zat�on and 
ensur�ng that all program components cont�nue 
to meet and exceed evolv�ng Domest�c and 
Internat�onal an�mal health and food safety 
requ�rements.
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