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“Diminishing	  beef	  cow	  research	  
herds……Their	  role	  in	  the	  past	  
and	  their	  role	  in	  the	  future”	   

 
 

Kenneth G. Odde, DVM, PhD 
Department Head, Animal Sciences and Industry 

Kansas State University 

Outline	  

•   SituaMon	  at	  land-‐grant	  universiMes	  
•   Trends	  in	  funding	  agricultural	  research	  
•   Trends	  in	  cow-‐calf	  research	  units	  
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Kansas 

Student Debt   Funding Trends in Land-Grant Universities 
 
 UniversiMes	  Univers	  Un	  

•   State	  funding	  flat	  or	  down	  
•   TuiMon	  up	  
•   Extramural	  research	  funding	  up	  

•   Private	  fund	  raising	  up	  

We are privatizing our public 
 institutions!! 
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Cow-Calf Units?? 
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Participating Animal Science Departments in Cow-Calf Resource Survey 

X 

Cow-‐Calf	  Survey	  Results	  

•   Number	  of	  states	  parMcipaMng-‐27	  
•   Number	  of	  cow-‐calf	  units-‐82	  

•   Total	  number	  of	  beef	  cows-‐16,007	  

Priority	  Uses	  

•   Research-‐53	  units	  with	  12,057	  cows	  
•   Teaching-‐15	  units	  with	  1,235	  Cows	  
•   Extension-‐8	  units	  with	  1,955	  cows	  

Control	  of	  Unit?	  

•   Animal	  Science	  Department-‐31	  units	  
•   Ag	  Experiment	  StaMon-‐49	  units	  	  

•   University-‐2	  units	  

What has been the trend in your beef cow inventory/facilities over the last 20 years? 

# Answer Bar Response 

1 Substantial decrease 10.3% 3 

2 Slight decrease 20.7% 6 

3 
Remained relatively 
constant 41.4% 12 

4 Slight increase 20.7% 6 

5 Substantial increase 6.9% 2 

  Total 29 
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What are the largest threats to your cow-calf research/teaching/extension animals and facilities?  

Answer Largest Threat/
Challenge 

Second Largest Threat/
Challenge 

Third Largest Threat/
Challenge 

Budget/Unit Profitability 18 5 1 

Lack of use by faculty 4 8 8 

Land use restriction due to 
urbanization 2 2 6 

Inadequate/aged facilities 7 9 5 

Labor/staffing issues 5 8 5 

Animal care and use 
restrictions 1 1 7 

Environmental/waste 
management issues 1 3 6 

Discipline Primary Secondary Tertiary 

Cow-Calf Mgt. 20 16 15 

Nutrition 16 14 11 

Reproduction 15 12 16 

Range Mgt. 10 3 11 

Animal Breeding/
Genetics 

8 5 3 

Meat Science 0 7 5 

Please identify primary, secondary and tertiary research areas for / Farm/
Ranch/Unit 

What do you anticipate the trend in your beef cow inventory/facilities to be over the coming 10 years? 

Answer Bar Response 

Substantial decrease 0.0% 0 

Slight decrease 17.2% 5 

Remained relatively 
constant 62.1% 18 

Slight increase 17.2% 5 

Substantial increase 3.5% 1 
Total 29 

Summary	  

•   Trend	  in	  units	  and	  numbers	  seems	  stable	  
•   Less	  state	  funding,	  more	  dependent	  on	  self-‐
generated	  funds	  and	  grants	  

•   Units	  remain	  criMcal	  to	  answering	  important	  
quesMons	  

•   Trend in units and numbers seems stable 
•   Less state funding, more dependent on self-

generated funds and grants 
•   Units remain critical to answering important 

questions 

Summary 


