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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has established Standards for Grades
of Slaughter Cattle and Standards for Grades of Carcass Beef (USDA, 1996), which
are designed to facilitate beef marketing by separating a highly variable population

of live cattle and/or beef carcasses into groups which are more uniform in quality

and composition.

Beef quality refers to the expected eating characteristics (tenderness, juiciness and
flavor) of the cooked product. USDA Quality Grades are used to reflect differences
in expected eating quality among slaughter cattle and their carcasses.
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