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Outline 

•   Discussion of current state of the ABEPD 
system and possible changes 

•   Update on current sampling and progress 
in the USMARC Germplasm Evaluation 
Program (GPE) 
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Adapted from Spring 2016 Genetic Trends from Breed  
Associations and 2016 AB-EPD factors 

Goal – multibreed 

•   Use breed differences from GPE to help 
parameterize International Genetic Solutions 
multibreed model 

•   We want to get to a point where the adjustment 
factor is the same (to Angus) for breeds in the 
IGS multibreed model 

•   Currently in prototype stage 
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Goal – multibreed   

•   Even after breed differences incorporated 
into IGS multibreed, not all breeds are 
active participants 
–  Still a need for ABEPD or a similar system to 

adjust EPDs to a comparable scale 
–  Many trait complexes do not fit a simple 

additive EPD adjustment 
–  Need to continue to think about ways to 

deliver information in a timely manner if not in 
real time 

BIF Working Group 

•   Committee was formed at midyear BIF 
board meeting to discuss multibreed 
evaluation and the ABEPD system and 
ways to facilitate multiple release dates of 
the factors (January 2017) 
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BIF Working Group 

•   Main conclusions 
–  ABEPD adjustment factors still necessary for 

comparison of bulls across breed even for 
breeds involved in IGS multibreed 

•   Write-up in eBeef.org February 2017 newsletter 

–  Expedited release of factors prior to high-
volume spring bulls buying season would be 
desirable 

•   Particularly important when breeds change their 
base 

 

Goals 

•   Short term 
–  Starting this year, we will begin to target 

release of ABEPD factors early in the 
calendar year 

•   USMARC will derive differences in late fall after 
weaning weights for spring calves have been 
recorded 

•   We will need a feel for when breed associations 
can provide updates on GPE bulls and breed 
average EPDs from their NCE 

Questions 


